
  

By now we all know that Cliff Pace won the 2013 Bassmaster 
Classic on Grand Lake, Oklahoma. But did you know that Friends of 
Reservoirs was part of the Classic Expo? The Expo was attended 
by more than 106,000 fans making it the second highest attended 
Classic in the 43-year history of the event. FOR used the event as 
an outreach and recruiting tool to inform anglers of the reservoir 
habitat issues and sign up members to Friends of Reservoirs.  
 
As incentives to join FOR, we offered a free SNIPS from 
Boomerang Tool to every new member signed up at the Classic. All 
new members were also entered into a drawing at the end of the 
show for a free Quantum rod and reel combo. Matt King from 
Springdale, Arkansas was the winner and has already been fishing 
on Beaver Lake with his new rod and reel. Congratulations Matt! We 
signed up 24 new members but the most important outcome was 
the many anglers that we were able to discuss reservoir fisheries 
habitat issues with and learn of issues specific to their home lake. 
 
We were also able to visit with many of the other vendors at the 
show and introduce Friends of Reservoirs and discuss habitat 
issues and how their company can get involved with our effort. We 
hope that new sponsorships will be forthcoming. 
 
Special thanks go to Dave Terre (Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department), Gene Gilliland (Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation) and Keith Bordner (Boomerang Tool Company) for 
their assistance with the booth. Dave is quite a salesman! 
 
The Reservoir Fisheries Habitat Partnership joined the American 
Sportfishing Association recently. Look for our booth at the ICAST 
Show in Las Vegas in July. This is the tackle industry trade show. 
We hope to add some industry sponsors to the Friends of 
Reservoirs family. 
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Friends of Reservoirs booth at the 2013 
Bassmaster Classic Expo. 

Matt King catching bass on Beaver 
Lake with his new  rod and reel. 

 

 

http://www.reservoirpartnership.org/
http://www.waterhabitatlife.org/
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Recent torrential rains, subsequent flooding and standing water in ditches 

and open fields emphasize the importance of a sustainable water 

management plan for northern Ilinois. Along the Illinois River and its 

tributaries, town after town is feeling its effect and our three local lakes, 

Evergreen, Dawson and Lake Bloomington, are seeing the adverse 

impact heavy rains can have. Runoff from area farm fields, across parking 

lots because of urban sprawl, and creeks that used to be small trickles 

changed quickly to raging torrents carrying undesirable materials to our 

lakes and streams. Much of this rapidly moving water is filled with 

sediment and topsoil and muddies the lakes quickly. It will be weeks 

before they clean up again, and that is without additional rain. Included in 

the torrent are corn stalks, sticks, pesticides, herbicides, road 

contaminants, and waste products. 

Can anything be done? 

A simple answer to a complex question is ñyes.ò There is no quick fix, but 

the time to act is now. Planning for these occurrences is nearly 

impossible because of their scope, but they do outline the importance of a 

pro-active program. 

The Friends of EverBloom (FOE) is trying to get ahead of some of the 

major issues impacting our water. It is not a ñclub,ò but more of a 

conservation program and role model for other lakes across the country 

facing similar circumstances é aging reservoirs with heavy water usage 

and siltation concerns. Engaging all of the citizenry and user 

organizations such as the county, city, state and federal folks, and 

educating everyone who drinks or uses the water about the long-term 

concerns, can lead to meaningful and lasting results. The Friends of 

EverBloom is a group of educated citizens who have chosen to do 

something positive rather than watch things get worse. With help from the 

Friends of Reservoirs, IDNR, Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, water treatment professionals, farm 

professionals, civic leaders, educational institutions and others, funds are 

being generated outside of normal operating budgets. 

Water allows homes to be built, crops to grow, businesses to run 

effectively and folks to take a shower and quench their thirst. Clean water 

and management of the water resource should be on everyoneôs radar. 

 

Featured Friends of Reservoirs Chapters -Friends of Lake Ever Bloom  
By Terry Brown 

 

 

One-acre wetland on Evergreen Lake 

under construction.  

 

 

 

Installing rip-rap on eroded 

banks on Evergreen Lake.  
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Bank soil management initiatives to control erosion on lakes and 

tributaries are underway. A comprehensive watershed management 

plan that includes wetland construction, native aquatic vegetation 

plantings to filter water combined with upstream riffle and stream 

bank protection structures is being implemented. Efforts to work with 

area landowners to improve land use practices that include better 

stream management through grants and government programs are 

being developed. Check out the link below to view the watershed 

plan: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/lmw/cat83_3062.html  

Participation in the work part of FOE is voluntary, but every citizen in 

Bloomington-Normal and surrounding areas has a stake in the game. 

If you have running water in your home, we believe you have a 

vested interest to help. This program is about water management, 

better access and better planning for the future. 

A tax deductible donation of $20 for a family or a larger contribution 

from companies and organizations help get the work done. Even if 

you donôt contribute financially, know that this new organization has 

local folks pulling the rope in the same direction and the FOE is 

making a difference. 

You can read more at www.facebook.com/FriendsofEverbloom or on 

the developing website at FriendsofEverbloom.weebly.com. Contact 

the FOE by email at friendsofeverbloom@ymail.com. 
 
Editorôs Note: Activities and projects such as those underway and 
being fostered by Friends of EverBloom are the comprehensive 
approaches needed to address the root causes of reservoir fisheries 
habitat degradation. The efforts noted in this article should serve as a 
model for other concerned citizens. I would encourage everyone to 
use the contact information above as a starting point to launch similar 

efforts. 

 

 

 

 
Habitat structures being built and installed by 

FOE members. 

 

 

Involving youth in these efforts is a 
great way to teach environmental 

stewardship. 
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